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K Street, Sacramento ï1861/1862 Flood



100 Years of Evolving Flood Management 

in the Sacramento Valley
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Local
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Era

2017
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Obtaining 

Sustainable Funding

No reservoirs, scouring flows
Many reservoirs, coordinated 

operations, regulated flows for multiple 
objectives

Engineered structures with design life, 
advanced geotechnical practices and 

materials

Locally available materials and practices, 
trial and error, as needed

Widely varied: urban centers, industry, 
small communities, rural agriculture, 

public infrastructure
Predominantly rural agriculture

Protect agriculture

Flood control for urban areas and 
agriculture, plus water supply, 

ecosystem, recreation
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ÅConfluence of 

two major 

rivers 

(American 

and 

Sacramento 

Rivers)

ÅDeep 

flooding, cold 

water
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Sacramento is one of the most at-risk cities in 

America for riverine flooding



Level of Protection Comparison
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