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Forecast-Informed Reservoir Operations (FIRO)

“FIRO is a reservoir-operations strategy that better informs decisions to retain or release water by 
integrating additional flexibility in operation policies and rules with enhanced monitoring and 
improved weather and water forecasts”

– American Meteorological Society (2020)
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Yuba-Feather FIRO Program Partners

Lake Oroville (DWR) New Bullards Bar (Yuba Water)



New Bullards Bar Dam Atmospheric River Control Spillway
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• Construction of second spillway facility at a 
lower reservoir water elevation 

(31.5 feet lower than current spillway)

• Discharge capacity of 35,000 cubic-feet-
per second (cfs)

• Ability to manage an additional 117,000 
acre-feet of reservoir space



Reducing Peak Flows During Flood Events



Questions?
Kaitlyn Chow
kchow@yubawater.org Follow us on social @yubawater

Visit our website at yubawater.org
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